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Aureus axis erat, temo aureus, aurea fumme 

Curvatura rote, radiorum argenteus ordo: 

Per juga chryfolithi, pofiteque ex ordine gemma. 
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Jo Mr. TOWN. 


S232 T has for a long time been obfervable that 
ie oe the ladies heads have run much upon wheels, 
ue but of late there has appeared a ftrange 
<@ kind of inverfion, for the wheels now run 
upon the ladies heads. As this affertion 





may probably puzzle many readers, who pay no attention 
to the rapid and whimfical revolutions of modern tafte, it 
will be neceflary to inform them that inftead of a cap, the 
prefent mode is for every female of fafhion to load her head 
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with fome kind of carriage ; whether they are made with 
broad wheels or not I cannot determine, however, as they are 
undoubtedly excluded the Turnpike Act, it is by no means 
material, Thofe heads which are not able to bear a coach 
and fix (for vehicles of this fort are very apt to crack the 
brain) fo far act confiftently with prudence as to make ufe 
of a poft chariot, or a fingle horfe chaife with a beau perching 
in the middle, 


Tue curiofity I had of knowing the purport of this inven- 
tion, and the general name of thefe machines led me to 
make enquiry about them of a fafhionable milliner at the 
court end of the town. She obliged me with the fight of 
one of thefe equipages, defigned for the head of a lady of 
quality, which I furveyed with much admiration ; and pla- 
cing it on the palm of my hand, could not help fancying 
myfelf like Guliver taking up the Emprefs of L//put in 
her ftate-coach. The vehicle itfelf was conftructed of gold 
threads, and was drawn by fix dapple greys of blown glafs, 
with a coachman, poftilion, and gentleman within, of the 
fame brittle manufacture. Upon further enquiry, the milli- 
ner told me with a fmile, that it was difficult to give a reafon 
for inventions fo full of whim, but that the name of this 
ornament (if it may be called fuch) was a Capriole or Ca- 
ériole ; which we may trace from the fame original with our 
Englifh word Caprice, both being derived from the French 
word cabrer, which fignifies to prance like an borfe. 


Ir is not to be doubted, but that this fafhion took its 
rife among the ladies from their fondnefs for equipage ,; and 
I dare fay, that every fair one, who carries a coach and fix 
upon her head, would be glad to be carried with equal fplen- 
dor 
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dor in a coach of her own. I would, therefore propofe a 
{cheme, which might render this whimfical mode of fome 
kind of fervice to both fexes ; by which the ladies may give 
a tacit hint of their inclinations without the leaft breach of 
modefty, the men may prevent the danger and inconvenience 
attending the prefent method of advertifing for wives, and 
the whole courfe of a modern courtfhip may be carried, on 
by means of this new head-drefs. 


InsTEAD of a Capriole fuppofe this capital decoration was 
called a Scutcheon of Pretence, which muft not here be un- 
derftood as a Term of Heraldry, but as an invitation to ma- 
trimony. Thus if a lady prefumes that fhe has a right either 
from her wit, beauty, merit, or fortune, to pretend to a fet 
of horfes, let fix bright bays, blacks, or greys prance down 
one fide of her head, and according to the rank the infifts 
upon, let a ducal, or an earl’s coronet, or a bloody hand 
be diftinguifhed upon her Capriole. The females of lefs 
ambition may likewife exprefs their inclinations by a poft- 
chariot and pair ; and even thofe who, from a due confi- 
deration of the low condition of the funds, are fo con- 
defcending as to ftoop to a plain cit, have nothing to do 
but to fix upon their heads a fingle horfe chaife, filled with 
a loving couple, fticking as clofe together as two dried figs, 
As to thofe who have rafhly vowed virginity, if their great 
pronenefs to cenfure the reft of their fex, and the fretfulnefs 
of their afpect, be not fufficient indications to keep the men 
at a diftance, they may erect upon their noddles a formal 
female feated in a Sulky, foolifhly pleafed with having the 
whole vehicle to herfelf, and awkwardly exercifing the 
imaginary power of having the fole command of the reins, 


As 
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As a farther means of facilitating this new method of 
courtfhip, I muft beg leave to propofe, that every lady’s 
bofom fhould, inftead of a pendent crofs, which favours of 
popery, be ornamented with a chain and locket, fomething 
like thofe bottle-tickets which direct us to port, claret, or 
burgundy, upon which might be curioufly engraved the 
numbers two hundred, five hundred, or a thoufand, accord- 
ing to the fettlement expected. But to thofe female Qyixotes 
who fcorn the Capriole, and erect Windmills upon their heads 
inftead of it, I fhall offer a word of advice worthy their atten- 
tion; which is, that they would provide a pipe of commu- 
nication, to be conveyed from thefe machines to the brain, 
and conftituted upon the model of the ingenious Dr. Ha/e’s 
ventilators, that, whenever the fails of the Windmill are 
put into motion by the external air, they may draw off all 
pernicious vapours which may occafion a vertigo in the 
infide, as well as on the outfide of their heads, 


Iam, Sir, your bumble fervant, H. 


I am much pleafed with the propofal of my ingenious 
correfpondent, and think it particularly well adapted to the 
prefent difpofition of the ladies. A fondnefs for fhowy 
equipages is now become one of their darling paffions ; and 
the fplendor in which they are to be maintained feems to 
be one of the chief confiderations in modern matches, Ifa 
fine lady can be carried to court in a chair richly ornamented, 
or roll to the opera in a gilt chariot, fhe little confiders with 
how difagreeable a companion fhe goes through the journey 
of life: and a polite female would no more fix her affections 
on aman, who drives but a beggarly pair, than the could 
be content to be tumbled down to his country feat, like 


Punch's wife to Rumford, in a wheel-barrow. 
Bur 

















No. 112. Th CONNOISSEUR, 677 
Bur as the ladies have ftrongly manifefted this paffion 


for equipage, the gentlemen, I fuppofe out of mere gal- 
lantry, and in order to further the gratification of their de- 
fires, have taken great pains to convert themfelves into 
coachmen, grooms, and jockies. The flapped hat, the 
jemmy frock with plate buttons and a leathern belt, and the 
pride which fome young men of quality take in driving, are 
all calculated the better to qualify them for being the ladies 
humble fervants. Iam therefore for extending my corre- 
fpondent’s fcheme: and as the ladies now adorn their heads 
with the fign of a coach and fix, like the door of a Meufe 
alehoufe, I would have the gentlemen alfo bear thefe emble- 
matical vehicles; by which the other fex may, by a fingle 
glance at a lover’s head, fee in what ftate they will be fup- 
ported; as we know a clergyman by his rofe, or an officer 


by his cockade. 


Tue pretty fellows, who ftudy drefs, might fhew a great 
deal of invention in fuiting their Caprioles to their circum- 
ftances. Any nobleman or gentleman, who has the honour 
to be a Knowing one, might fhew his affection for the turf by 
carrying the horfe and jockey ; another, who is an excellent 
driver, might bear his own figure exalted in a Phaeton; and 
a third, who thinks of picking up a partner for life, that 
can be pleafed with a réte-a-téte or fober picpuet party with 
her hufband, may bear a vss-d-vis. In a word, all the 
different propofals of various fuitors might be made by means 
of thefe ornaments, which might be worn over the foreheads 
of the beaux, like the white horfe in the grenadiers caps ; 
and the ladies might be as much {mitten with a promifing 
Capriole on the head of a lover, as heretofore with an elegant 


perriwig. 
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Ir this mode fhould prevail, the concluding a treaty of 
marriage between two perfons of quality might be confidered 


in the fame light, and expreffed in the fame terms as making 
a match at New-market ; and inftead of the hackneyed phrafes 
at prefent ufed by our news-writers, we might perhaps fee 
the important articles in the public papers, concerning mar- 
riages drawn up after the following manner. 


We hear that a match will be fhortly made between the 
mourning coach and fix of a merchant’s widow with a great 
jointure, and an hunter, in fine order, belonging to a 
younger brother of a noble family. 


A running horfe, highly valued for his blood, is expected 
to ftart foon with a young filly from Yorkfhire. Many 
thoufand pounds are depending on this match. 

A few days ago a young fellow from Jre/and, mounted on 
a fingle horfe, attacked an heirefs in her coach and fix. The 
lady made little or no refiftance, and fuffered herfelf to be 
taken out of the coach, and carried off behind him. 

A gay coach and fix, belonging toa young heir juft of 
age, came to town laft week in great fplendor, and was in- 
tended to be matched with an equipage of the fame kind: 
but having unfortunately run againft Arthur’s chocolate-houfe, 
it broke down, and the owner was very much hurt. 

We hear from Bath, that the poft-chaife of a young lady 
of great beauty lately made its appearance in the long room, 
and foon after went off with the landau of a neighbouring 
country fquire. 

We are alfo informed from the fame place, that an old- 
fafhioned two-wheel chaife with a fingle horfe, contrived to 
hold only one perfon, had drove about the walks for fome 
time ; but having joftled againft the Sulky of an old batchelor 
in his grand climacteric, it was judged expedient to join 
them together; when they formed a moft agreeable v7s-a-vis, 
for the mutual accommodation of both parties. 




















